No
Ordinary
Child

Unlocking
the Leader
Within
Your Child

by Denise Mira




No Ordinary Child

Unlocking the Leader Within Your Child

by Denise Mira

WINEPRESSY PUBLISHING



© 2006 by Denise Mira. All rights reserved.

Impact Media

4819 Hunt St. NW

Gig Harbor WA 98335
www.denisemira.com
contact@denisemira.com

Cover illustration and book design by David McClure, Praetus.
Edited by Amy Ruff and Gwen Ellis.

The first printing of this book was in 2006 under the title No Ordinary Child: Unlocking the Leader
Within Your Child.

The baby on the cover is wearing an FDA approved temporary dye tattoo. You can obtain these for
fun at www.denisemira.com.

WinePress Publishing (PO Box 428, Enumclaw, WA 98022) functions only as book publisher. As
such, the ultimate design, content, editorial accuracy, and views expressed or implied in this work
are those of the author.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any
way by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording or otherwise—without the prior
permission of the copyright holder, except as provided by USA copyright law.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version,
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by the International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan
Publishing House. The “NIV” and “New International Version” trademarks are registered in the United
States Patent and Trademark Office by International Bible Society.

Scripture references marked kv are taken from the King James Version of the Bible.

Scripture references marked nxjv are taken from the New King James Version, © 1979, 1980, 1982
by Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers. Used by permission.

Scripture references marked TiB are taken from The Living Bible, © 1971 owned by assignment by
Illinois Regional Bank N.A. (as trustee). Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,
Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.

Scripture references marked rsv are taken from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. © 1946,
1952, 1971 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the U.S.A. Used by permission.

ISBN 1-57921-855-5
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 2005910349


http://www.denisemira.com
mailto:contact@denisemira.com
http://www.denisemira.com

CONTENTS

Preface

Introduction Raise the Bar!

Chapter 1  Where Is Moses When You Need Him?

Chapter 2  We Need a Revolution!

We Need a Revolution at Home

Break Out of Sub-normal!

We Need a Revolution in Education

We Need a Revolution at Church

The Great Generational Divide in the Local Church

Chapter 3  Anybody Home?

Parents’ Spheres of Influence
The Practicalities of Proactive Parenting
Childcare Institutions

Chapter 4  Where’s Dad?

Mighty Weapons in Our Hands
Threatened by Extinction
Dad-Quakes!

Change Is Coming!

xi

XV
Xvii

17

25



Chapter 5 Where’s Mom?

Busy at Home
Hidden-ness

The Power of Motherhood
No More “Martyr Mom”
Happy Mommy

Chapter 6  Seize the Day!

Desperate Measures Must Begin at Birth!
Kids Take Time

Tender Saplings

Someday

Chapter 7 No Ordinary Child Will Do!
Our Kids Should Be Stars
Glory of God

Chapter 8  Sons and Daughters

Boys or Sort-of Boys?

What Kind of Daughters Are We Raising?
Modest Dress

True Beauty

Plants and Pillars

Chapter 9  Without a Vision, the Parents Dwell Carelessly

I Have a Dream
Drowning in the Dailies
Correctly Assessing Our Kids

Chapter 10  Getting God’s Strategy for Your Children

Kingdom Filters
Forming Your Filter

Chapter 11  Refuse to Be a Victim!
What's in Your Hands?
Expect a Battle
A Sovereign Plan, Lacking Nothing

xii

33

43

49

55

61

65

71



Chapter 12 We Live by Faith!

Feelings

Prayer

What's Your Plumb Line?

The Only Plumb Line We Can Trust
The Anointing of God

Faith Expressed

Pay the Price in Persevering Prayer

Chapter 13  Don’t Say “Peace” When God Says “War!”
Be Ruthless with Sin
Resignation
Demonic Aggressors
Pushing the Battle to the Gate
Guarding Their Innocence

Chapter 14  We Are the Models

Tell Me Again!
Dwarfing Our Kids
Out of the Mouths of Babes

Chapter 15  Hey, Mom and Dad: You're the Experts!

Private Pitfalls
Experts

Permission to Parent
Anticulturalism

Chapter 16  Indulgence

Parents to the Rescue!

Killing Our Kids with Kindness

Who's on the Almighty Throne?

Allowing Life’s Difficulties to Touch My Boys

Chapter 17 Weeding the Garden
Put the Axe to the Root
Weed Feed
Weeding Junior’s Diet
“My Kid Won't Eat Healthy Food”

xiii

77

85

93

97

103

111



Chapter 18
Sulking
Self-Control
Rude Interruptions
Government Is Not a Bad Word
“Oh, She’s Shy”

Veneer Is Not Enough

Chapter 19  For the Glory of God!
The Grace of God in Parenting

Appendix

Attitude

Bedrooms with My View

Bored Kids

Busy, Busy, Busy . . .

Chore Charts

Computers with Internet Access in
Bedrooms

Devo(yawn)tions

Drugged by Entertainment

Electronics

Friends and Punks

Girls Don’t Call Our Boys

God’s Word

Happy

Household Chores Build Character

“I Gotta GO!”

Incentives

Junk-food Kids

Kids in the Main Meetings at Church

Kittens, Puppies, and Other Pets

Let’'s (NOT) Go to the Mall

Managers or Molders?

Marketing

Money Matters

Closing  Change Us, Lord

117

123

The ABCs of Practical Parenting 127

Movies

No-Pout/No-Whine Zone

No Television in Bedrooms

One, Two, Three . . . Time-outs Mean I'm
Free!

Outdoor Play

Overnights

Potlucks and Parties

Protective Boundaries

Puppy Love

Quest for Cell-phone Freedom

Reading Good Books Is a Priority

Siblings Are Valued

Teen Labor Transitions

Television, Television, and More
Television

Training Takes Time

Unholy Alliances with Our Children

Unusual Manners

Voice Your Disapproval with Schools

Written Communication

X-Rated Clothing

“Yes, Sir!”

Zip the Lip

151

For Further Reading

153

Xiv



INTRODUCTION

Raise the Bar!

ou are thinking too small when you consider the destiny of your child. It’s

human nature for us to mentally disqualify ourselves and our kids from the

huge call God has on each of our lives.

Perhaps your hopes have been dashed in the past. When we get disappointed,
what do we do? We dial down and lower our level of expectation. But we must refuse
to live there! We must all rise above the level of past disappointments. It’s time to turn
up our thermostats. We are called to change the world.

“But we are without renown,” some say, and “such a vision seems presumptuous and
out of reach,” say others. But I say, “Let us dare to believe God!”

Something in your spirit is throbbing. Somehow you sense there is more for your
children. Something is telling you the standards in your home aren’t enough. Something
is telling you the standards in our churches aren’t enough. For our children’s sakes, let’s
raise the bar in our homes and in our churches.

It is an atrocity to leave a child to himself, wallowing in mediocrity while excellence
is only a few steps away. What a pity! What a waste of potential! What lives remain
unmoved by this beige approach to living! We must dare to believe God to keep His
Word as we follow His pattern for raising our children. We can bank on these promises.
Will you join me afresh in believing?

Our children are called to be agents of change. Our children are called to have an
impact in the world. My prayer is that this book will impart to you an undying hope to
believe for more with regard to your children than you ever have before. May you have
hope that is tangible and real—hope that will bring change. May the words on these pages

xvii



No Ordinary Child

be like a missile: power-packed with a substance that, upon release, deposits an actual
ingredient to transform the way you see yourself, your kids, and your God.

Where is the one who brings courage and breakthrough to create the valiant, fighting
world-changers? Let it be us! We must dare to raise the bar and believe!
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